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hot season before the rains.   The reason thereof is that they
roam so much when water is plentiful that yesterday's khabar
('news') may be of no use to-day.   When a tiger has killed
some beast and has not finished it, he or she will return to eat
it after retiring to cover to sleep off his meal by day.   That is
why a sportsman sits up in trees hard by a half-devoured
'kill5, on a rough platform made by day for him to sit on.
Thereon, through the night, the expectant shikari will sit
waiting for a sound.   Then again sometimes, especially in a
hill country, tigers are driven, and guns are posted at places
where they are likely to pass as the beaters move them on.
The writer has a very lively remembrance of sitting on a
rock overlooking a valley, in a beat in which four other guns
were posted.    The tiger had killed the day before, and was
now, according to the native shikari, down in the gorge.
The writer took post on a huge rock overhanging a road,
and sat with rifle on lap, as an hour passed and then a second.
It began to rain and he got off, uncocking his rifle, sat down
on the road under the rock and dozed, his uncocked rifle by
his side, feeling that there were no tigers in India at all.   He
looked up, and there sitting on his rock looking down on him
was the tiger, who had been outside instead of inside the beat.
The tiger leapt lightly on to the road, with a deep wunff,
and stood a moment looking at the writer six feet away, who
raised his rifle, happily still uncocked, and pulled a futile
and fortunate trigger.   With another wunff the beast leapt
lightly to the bushes below.   As I could not have shot him
dead, he would have probably got me had I fired, and I
must have had a mighty let-off.   He was shot a few minutes
later by the next gun.   That is one form of tiger-shooting
or tiger-missing.

There are two rules in tiger-shooting: the first that a
beginner go out with an old hand; it is too dangerous a
game to play alone and unskilled. The other applies to old
and young: 'Never follow up a wounded beast on foot, unless
you have dogs and another gun with you*. A wounded tiger
is the fiercest, bravest beast alive, save perhaps a wild boar,